Running head: MARIJUANA AND ITS LEGALIZATION                                                           1

MARIJUANA AND ITS LEGALIZATION                                                                                  4






Marijuana and its Legalization
Name
Institution Affiliation








Marijuana and its Legalization
There has been a wide debacle in the Unites States on the case of legalizing marijuana. As a result, there have been divided opinions with speculations remaining rife on legalizing marijuana, a factor that have foreseen 33 states legalizing, while another 17 still remain adamant on its legalization. Below is a highlight of the associated advantages and disadvantages of legalizing marijuana, as well as an opinionated standpoint on the manner from my point of view as based on the analysis of the associated advantages and disadvantages.
Advantages
Marijuana has for a long time been proven to be associated with medicinal benefits. Conjectures as gathered from scientific evidence have sighted that marijuana may benefits patients who are suffering from a number of diseases and ailments such as glaucoma, cancer by alleviating pain and lessening reliance on opiod medication for pain, as well as patients suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder (Feng, 2017). Also, as reported by FBI’s unified statistics, as of the year 2016 about 587, 700 people had been arrested for crimes related to marijuana use or possession, a number that is higher than for people arrested for violent crimes (Lake and Kerr, 2016). In this place, its legalization may relieve the judicial system from undue burden.  Contrastively, legalization of marijuana, based on the fact that it is amongst America’s best-selling agricultural product it may act as a revenue stream for the United States. As gathered from the Colorado Department of Revenue, the sale of marijuana in Colorado alone managed to raise about $4.5 billion from the sale of marijuana within four years as of the year 2014.
Disadvantages
Opponents however, based on a law enforcement basis, believe that the legalization of marijuana may lead to social delinquencies. Acclimatized from its selling and buying, there is a likelihood of crime increasing by more than half of the current statistics, and as a result the society would be far much safer without its legalization. Socially, marijuana may have side effects to the users, especially second hand smokers, and there is also an allegation that its use may lead to the consequent use of harder drugs such as cocaine and heroin (Feng, 2017). This is based on the fact that drug use may permeate the need for the user to use even harder drugs. Additionally, gathering from the fact that there lacks an oversight body that regulates its growing, it is most likely to be contaminated. As gathered from scientific evidence, marijuana may be contaminated with mold or fungus, a factor that may bring forthcoming problems to immune compromised patients.     
Personal Opinion
I believe that marijuana should be legalized. However, its use on a social context, it should be regulated, as well as having a body that regulates how it is grown. Patients should also be medicated with apt prescription of the same due to its associated medicinal value
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